
 

Summer Program 2017 

International Students 

Itinerary of Events  

 

 

Sunday, July 2:  Free Day   

 

Monday, July 3:             2:00 PM: Meet and Greet, AUA tour 

 

Summer program students have a tour around AUA. They get to know AUA nurse, 

Administrative Director of AUA and the Admissions staff getting first-hand 

information from them. 

 

Tuesday, July 4:             Holiday US Independence Day - no classes scheduled - Free Day 

 

Wednesday, July 5:      Holiday Armenian Constitution Day - no classes scheduled - Free Day 

 

Thursday, July 6:           10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS Lecture 

             12:30 AM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

              2:30 PM - 5:00 PM: Excursion to Matenadaran  

 

Students get to know to ancient manuscripts of different times that have worldwide 

value. With the help of the tour guide the students get to know to the medieval 

paintings in books that are made with special techniques known only to Armenians. 



 

 

Friday, July 7:                 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Excursion to National Museum of History of Armenia  

                          2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Lunch at Tashir Pizza  

               3:00 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to the Museum of History of Yerevan 

 

With Dr. Areshian, students explore one of the oldest buildings in Yerevan which is 

now the National History Museum. With his personal experience and with the 

valuable exhibit in the museum students learn about the important artifacts shown 

there such as the oldest shoe in the world which was found due to the team lead by 

Dr. Areshian himself. Students get to taste Armenian pizza for the lunch after which 

they are headed to the Yerevan History museum that depicts Yerevan during 

different periods of time through different artifacts.  



 

Saturday, July 8:            10:00 AM - 6:00 PM: Excursion to Garni & Geghard (DAET) 

 

Through this Discover Armenia educational tour students get to know the only 

preserved pagan temple in the region. They have the chance to see one of the early 

techniques of shower booths. After the tour students get to taste Armenian 

khorovats in “Seroji mot” and the famous Garni gata that is typical of the region. 

They also see how fresh lavash is made in tonir after which they taste it with cheese. 

The next stop during the tour is a unique temple of Geghard which is unique by its 

architecture as it is curved out of a cave.  

 

Sunday, July 9:  Free Day 

 

Monday, July 10: 12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

    

Tuesday, July 11:         10:00 AM - 11:40 AM:  GPSS Lecture 

            12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

           2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to National Art Gallery 

 

Students observe paintings of different periods of time by famous Armenian artists 

that are also known worldwide, like Ayvazovski, Saryan and others. 

 



 

 

Wednesday,  10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

July 12:   12:30 AM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM: Megerian Carpet (DAET)  

 

Through this Discover Armenia tour, the Summer program team gets the unique  

chance of a master class to weave a carpet. They have a tour around Megerian 

factory where they observe the unique collection of Armenian handmade carpets. 

After that, students also get a masterclass of making Armenian dolma by a 

professional chef after which they taste different dishes of Armenian cuisine. A 

special concert is organized after that during which a group of very young musicians 

perform with Armenian national instruments such as duduk, dhol, saz, qanon etc.  



 

Thursday, July 13:      10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

   12:30 AM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to Tumanyan House Museum 

 

Students visit the museum of one of the most important figures in the Armenian 

literature and history who is considered to be the Poet of all Armenians. With the 

help of the tour guide, students learn about his life and professional and 

humanitarian activity after the Genocide.  

 

Friday, July 14:             8:00 AM - 1:30 PM: Excursion of Yerevan and its environs 

                    Shengavit, Erebuni, Karmir Blur 

         1:30 PM - 2:30 PM: Lunch at Yerevan Pandok 

2:30 PM - 6:00 PM: Excursion to Matenadaran Institute-Museum of Ancient    

                                    Manuscripts 

 

The Yerevan tour with Dr. Areshian is a unique opportunity for the students to 

observe the archeological sites in Karmir blur and Erebuni where the “birth 

certificate” of Yerevan was found. The students observe the remains of the ancient 

city and visit the museum where all the archeological artifacts are exhibited.  

 



 

 

Saturday, July 15:       12:00 AM: Water Splash Photoshoot (DAET) 

7:00 PM: The Watermelon Festival, Swan Lake (DAET),  

 

The Photoshoot is an initiative organized to have fun pictures for the Vardavar 

celebration! 

The Watermelon festival is a fun event during which different districts of yerevan 

compete with their watermelon carvings exhibited in the special booths near Swan 

Lake. Visitors go around and observe the carvings as well as taste some watermelon. 

The event was followed by live concert during which visitors also get to know some 

interesting information about watermelon history.  



 

Sunday, July 16:  8:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Yerevan Color Run   

 

Color run is a special event that unites Armenians from all the regions of Armenia 

and different countries. There is a pre-run fitness session before the run in the 

morning after which the participants register and get their packages of paint. After 

the run participants get back to Republic Square where a big colorful party is 

organized with live music and a DJ. 

 

Monday, July 17:         12:30 PM - 2:10 PM:  ALC Lecture  

             

Tuesday, July 18:          10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS Lecture 

             12:30 PM -  2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

            2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to Modern Art Museum 

 

Tour to Modern Art Museum is a very good experience for students to compare the 

impressionistic, renaissance paintings from National Art Gallery with the newer 

forms of art that are exhibited. The museum houses a lot of works by not only local 

Armenian but also works by diasporan Armenians.  

https://www.tomsarkgh.am/en/event/22885/Yerevan-Color-Run-2017.html


 

 

Wednesday,   10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

July 19:     12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

   

Thursday,   10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

July 20:         12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture  

            2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to Parajanov Museum   

 

Parajanov museum give the students the insight about the extraordinarily talented 

Soviet director of Armenian descent. He is the author of more than 10 movies one of 

the most famous being “The Color of Pomegranates”. The students also get to see 

beautiful collages by the artist which were very much criticized at the time. 



 

Friday, July 21:               8:00 AM - 12:00 PM: bus trip to and lectures at Dvin, Artashat (Khor Virap) 

                          12:00 PM - 1:30 PM: lunch at Edem restaurant at Areni 

                            1:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Areni - 1 cave, Noravank, and, time permitting, Eghegis 

    

The trip with Dr. Areshian consists of different interesting site visits starting from 

Khor Virap where Grigor the Illuminator was imprisoned for 14 years after which he 

became the mentor for Trdat the third and due to him Armenia was the first country 

to adopt Christianity as a national religion. After that students visited Areni 1 cave 

which is a unique place where the famous oldest shoe was found. The visitors see 

the winery that was used as a reservatory for the villagers. After the first part of the 

tour students get a lunch in Edem restaurant near the Cave and they are headed to 

one of the most beautiful monasteries in Armenia, Noravank where one can see the 

harmony of nature and architecture.  

Saturday, July 22:        Free Day 

 

Sunday, July 23:           9:30 AM - 5:00 PM: Byurakan Vardavar Celebrations (DAET) 

    

The Tonatsuyc is a special kind of event organized for the students during which they 

experience Vardavar (Armenian holiday during which people splash water on each 

other) in a traditional way with all the ceremonies and traditional Armenian 

costumes. Students become part of the interactive performance during which they 

learn the dances and the songs that Armenians had during Vardavar celebration. And 

than the actual watersplashing process starts! After a nice celebration everybody 

seats around the table for a nice meal which is again, one of the traditions of 

Vardavar.   

 



 

 

Monday, July 24:          12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC make-up Lecture 

 

Tuesday, July 25:         10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

            12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to TUMO Center 

 

TUMO tour is a great opportunity for the students to see the technological 

advancements achieved by Armenian students. During the tour they see the highly 

equipped Creative Technology center where students learn programming, animation, 

robotics etc. After the tour students enjoy the beautiful environment in the TUMO 

park.   



 

 

Wednesday,  10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

July 26:             12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

   3:00 PM - 3:20 PM: Tour through Impact Hub 

 

The tour is an interesting opportunity for the students to see the innovative 

collaborative center in Armenia which is headquartered in Vienna, Austria and has 

branches all over the world. Students have the chance to go around and talk to 

people using the space sensing the motivational environment created for the 

members of the center. 

 

Thursday,        8:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Excursion to Yerevan-Gyumri-Yerevan with stops at Oshakan,   

July 27:                                                      Kosh,  Aruch, Talin, Mastara 

           12:00 PM - 13:30 PM: lunch in Gyumri  

           1:30 PM - 9:00 PM: tour in Gyumri of the Ethnographic Museum, pre-World War I 

                                                 architecture and of the Russian Fortress 

 

With this trip students visit the second city in Armenia, Gyumri which is considered 

to be the cultural capital of Armenia. Before getting to Gyumri students visit Talin 

where they see the beautiful Dashtadem fortress that is preserved very well which 

also has its unique architecture and design. Students also see a Carvansara which is 

like a hostel for caravans that had special architecture style accommodated for 

camels and horses.  During the tour students visit the Museum of National  

Architecture and Urban Life where they get the unique sense of the city. After that 

students have a fish dinner in the famous “Cherqes gorge” which is considered to be 

the best fish place in Armenia. 

 



 

 

Friday, July 28:            8:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Excursion to Yerevan-Martuni-Yerevan around Lake Sevan,  

           starting from Tsovinar Fortress near Martuni and coming   

           back with stops at Nerkin Getashen 

               12:00 PM - 1:30 PM: lunch in Kamo or Martuni 

1:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Noratus, Akhtala, and Sevan peninsula monastery   

  

After a small hike in the village of Tsovinar to the top of the hill, students have the 

opportunity to witness real excavation with their own eyes and ask questions to the 

archeologists where they can see the remains of Tsovinar fortress. After they get 

lunch in Martuni, students are headed to the beautiful lake of Sevan. They also visit 

the Sevanavank monastery in Akhtamar peninsula where they can enjoy the 

exquisite scenery from the top with the view of blue Sevan and the seagulls flying 

around.  



 

Saturday, July 29:      7։ 00 AM - 9:00 PM: Excursion Trip to Tatev, Khndzoresk (DAET)    

The Discover Armenia tour is a tour to one of the must-see sites in Armenia- Tatev 

Monastery. One of the important activities is the ropeway that takes you to the 

Tatev Complex of Monasteries. The Tatever ropeway is the longest one in the world 

which is recorded in the Guinness Book of records! After having traditional meal in 

Tatev students are headed to Khndzoresk swinging bridge which is considered to be 

one of the extreme site in Armenia.  

  

Sunday, July 30:  2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Shopping at Vernisaj,  

   4:00 PM - 5:00 PM: Ararat Cognac Factory tour 

    

Shopping in Vernisaj is a nice opportunity for the students to visit the famous flea 

market where they can challenge their bargaining skills. One can find many different 

products there that are mostly handmade such as jewelry, carvings, paintings, 

souvenirs etc.  

Cognac factory tour takes the visitors through the history of the Ararat cognac; 

informs them about the interesting stories connected to the drink. And the last 

resort is in the room where all the visitors get to taste two different kinds of cognac 

trying to differentiate those with the help of the guide.     

 



 

 

Monday, July 31:      9:00 AM - 9:00 PM: Excursion Ziplining at Yenokavan,   

            Haghartsin, Goshavanq (DAET)  

 

Ziplining is another important activity to do in Armenia. The zipline has 5 lines with 6 

rides which assures the right level of adrenalin for students. Between the zipline 

spots, there is also some hiking which is a good opportunity for a workout. After the 



 

zipline students get to have meal in Getap restaurant which is located next to a river 

with a beautiful view. Students get to taste mushroom which is very typical of 

Tavush region. During the trip students also visit Goshavanq and Haghartsin 

monasteries that are both located in beautiful sites.  

     

Tuesday,  10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

August 1:    12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture  

            2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to Komitas Pantheon 

  

With this tour students visit Komitas museum where they can get acquainted with 

the life and works of the famous Armenian musician who premiered polyphonic 

music in Armenian culture. The museum is considered to be one of the most 

furnished museums in Armenia. After the museum students also visit the pantheon 

in front of the museum where most of the cultural figures are buried.  

Wednesday,  10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

August 2:  12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

 

Thursday,        10:00 AM - 11:40 AM: GPSS  Lecture 

August 3:  12:30 PM - 2:10 PM: ALC Lecture 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM: Excursion to Tsitsernakaberd 

    

Students visit the Genocide museum with the guide explaining some of the 

important exhibits shown in the museum. After that students also take a visit to 

Tsitsernakaberd to pay tribute.  

 



 

 

Friday, August 4:          Last day of classes 

           8:00 AM - 10:00 PM: Excursion to Vanadzor, Lori-Berd, Odzun 

              12:00 PM - 1:30 PM: lunch at Haghpat, 

              1:30 PM - 9:00 PM: tour of Haghpat Monastery, and, time permitting,   

                      archaeological excavations at Aparan 

 

On the last day of classes students go through the third city in Armenia, Vanadzor 

and go to Odzun. There, they visit Odzun monastery which is the oldest monastery in 

Armenia. Students also visit Lori fortress which is located on top of a picturesque 

gorge which is a nice place to have pictures. After that students go to Qefilyan 

restaurant in Haghpat where they can enjoy the meal with the beautiful view to the 

gorge outside. Students also visit haghpat monastery that is harmonized with the 

beautiful green environment surrounding it.    


